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Vizenor Responds to MCT call for Secretarial Election 
 
WHITE EARTH, MINN. – Chairwoman of the White Earth Nation, Erma J. Vizenor, also 
a member of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, Tribal Executive Committee (MCT TEC) 
did not vote in favor of the proposed amendments to Article II, Membership of the 
Revised Constitution of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe.  A press release has just been 
published announcing two resolutions of the MCT TEC which were passed in late 
February, each proposing an amendment to the current membership requirements. Since 
1961, the MCT has required that members possess at least 1/4 Minnesota Chippewa 
Indian blood for enrollment. The blood must come from the one or more of the six 
constituent Bands which include: Bois Forte, Mille Lacs, Grand Portage, Leech Lake, 
Fond du Lac and White Earth.   
 
The two amendments are currently being reviewed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  If 
approved, the next step would be a Secretarial Election in which MCT members would 
accept or reject the proposed amendments.  MCT members would decide whether 1) First 
Nation Anishinaabe blood should be counted towards the 1/4 blood quantum requirement 
for enrollment purposes and/or 2) if all Anishinaabe/Ojibway/Chippewa blood should be 
counted towards the 1/4 blood quantum requirement.  If the MCT members vote to accept 
either of the amendments, the blood quantum of those persons enrolled on the effective 
date of the amendment would be updated.  Vizenor states that she is not necessarily 
opposed to the changes, noting that she supports the authority of each of the Bands within 
the MCT to determine that is what is best for their membership. She goes on to say the 
people of White Earth have already decided membership should be based on lineal 
descent and not blood quantum.  Membership, along with many other institutional 
changes, was decided on Nov. 19, 2013, when the Constitution of the White Earth Nation 
was put to a vote and approved by the White Earth people.  Vizenor believes the vote of 
the White Earth people should be acknowledged and respected.  The membership of 
White Earth makes up nearly half of the total membership of the Minnesota Chippewa 
Tribe. 
 
According to Vizenor, she objects to the process, or lack thereof, of how these proposed 
changes to the MCT Constitution were initiated.  Her primary objection being that the 
people, whom these changes will affect for generations, were never involved or consulted 
concerning what changes to the MCT Constitution are actually needed.  Vizenor notes the 
changes being presented are limited to only membership, and those options are even 



further limited to what the majority on the MCT TEC wants, a very top down and 
undemocratic approach.  Other membership change options such as lineal descent won’t 
be included on the referendum ballot, so the people voting will not be allowed to choose 
lineal descent or any other more viable change to membership requirements other than 
the two proposed by the MCT TEC.  Vizenor is concerned the proposals, if passed,  
would continue to divide families already divided by blood quantum requirements as the 
changes being proposed would only impact only CURRENT members.  “Our families are 
divided enough,” said Vizenor, “it is time that we unite and continue the practices of our 
ancestors.” In addition, an extensive population study conducted by the Wilder 
Foundation showed a significant population decline for White Earth over the next century 
under both of the proposed amendments to MCT membership requirements.   
 
In November 2013, White Earth members overwhelmingly approved the new 
Constitution of the White Earth Nation (CWEN) by 80 percent.  In addition to a new 
governance structure, the CWEN eliminates the blood quantum requirement for 
enrollment purposes and requires linear descent.  Since then the referendum, 
implementation of the new Constitution has been stalled.  At the MCT level, Vizenor has 
presented three different resolutions to the TEC which would allow not only White Earth, 
but all of the Minnesota Ojibwa Bands to adopt their own local governance structure – all 
three failed to go to a vote because she lacked a second on her motion.  Locally at White 
Earth, three new Council Members were elected last year, all three are opposed to the 
new White Earth Constitution.   
 
Vizenor states that White Earth members exercised their sovereign rights when they went 
to the polls in November 2013 and overwhelmingly approved the new Constitution.  The 
referendum was not conducted through the BIA and instead was conducted by White 
Earth under the authority granted in 25 U.S. Code §476 (h) which states: “each Indian 
tribe shall retain inherent sovereign power to adopt governing documents under 
procedures other than those specified…” 
 
Despite the delays and roadblocks, Vizenor said, “I remain dedicated the implementation 
of the new Constitution of the White Earth Nation and will continue to work on behalf of 
the people.”  Vizenor voted “no” on the MCT TEC resolutions, standing in solidarity 
with the vote of White Earth people on Nov. 19, 2013.   
 
About the White Earth Constitution 
 
The Constitution of the White Earth Nation was ratified by Constitutional Delegates on 
April 4, 2009 and overwhelmingly approved by voters of the White Earth Reservation on 
Nov. 19, 2013.  While 2,780 White Earth members voted in favor of the Constitution, 
712 opposed.  More votes were cast in the 2013 referendum than any election of the 
White Earth Nation.  For more information on the new Constitution of the White Earth 
Nation see:  whiteearth.com under Programs & Services – Constitutional Reform.  
 
About Erma J. Vizenor 
 



With a long-standing history of constitutional reform, as the first woman Chair of the 
White Earth Nation, Erma J. Vizenor is now serving her third term in office. Vizenor has 
been Chairwoman of the White Earth Reservation since 2004; she previously held the 
position of Secretary/Treasurer.   
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